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A and no ways adapted to convince 
the Judgment either of Truth or Error, tho tis 
a diſcredit to any Religion, which owes its eſta- | 
bliſhmegr to it, and is not in the leaſt counte- 
nanced, but, on the contrary, is condemn'd, by the 
Conduct and Example as well as by the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and "i Bake, Yet, to the ſhame of 


the Church be it ſpoken, it has often been uſed 
295 nl to compel fidels to o¼n her Doctrine, 
S Communiot, but even to ablige 
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maintain'd and ſecur d by all poſſible means. Schiſms 
and Diviſions are Evils of ſo dangerous and fatal 
a Nature, that the Authors of them cannot be 
treated with too much Rigour and Severity :_ And 
they, that nothing ſhort of outward 
Force and Compulſion is ſufficient to preſerve this 
Unity, by the Schiſmy and Diviſiqns amongſt Pro- 
teſtants, where Med bre-latfo d to judge — 
chooſe for themſelves. They, in conſequen 
their Liberty, break inch ih Ki eps the 
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private judgment, and 4 Toſęration of ſciy 
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Pure Indifferenbe, 8 hings nich being in their 
own Nature neltbe Good ndr Exi rai :hriſt* th i 
ought 
antHoritatively'rd de entre 158 Ie to hu- 


ran Choice md ek ription:” y are. not ſhiled: \ 
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mined; for there ia Lebe F determinit 


wing "i Bat erg cg af Merl Gebt gd 
Evil in the d Nature, Aa be being fixed und 


ſettled by any divine Prefcriptioti; they are cal. 


led indifferent things, porn Mankind haxe the 


Power of ſettling them as they pleaſe, 
| op A YR Idols, 


What St. Pail ſays of Mea 
1 Cor. viii. 8. Meat commendeth tls not id Cod; for 
leither if e cat tire we the better.” neither Fut e 2 
not are we the, worſe, the ſame ma be ſaid of. 
other matters of e * 10 2 2 I 
ngot'commnd: to God,” ndr! make us 4 
more or leſs — Him fuer ee 
determine this” or that; Safe we'twhis'eft 
the * "otter GP the! worſe: * 112019 bas malen {i 4] is Til 
© Barmnow tht" C Vntro ver 2 e's 
is this. Since theſe 1 are ke tb 
Choice, and are neceſſary to be determined one 
Way 


way or another, whoſe Right ir is to determine 
them. And the reſolution of this Queſtion, de- 
pends upon the reſolution of another, viz. who 
are immediately affected by ſuch Dererminations ? 
For tis notorious that thoſe that are immediately 
affected by them, have a natural Right to deter- 
mine them. Thoſe things that concern myſelf 
and none elſe, I have a natural Right in all Caſes 
to chooſe and ſettle for myſelf. *Tis a matter, 
I'll ſuppoſe, that affects myſelf and none beſides, 
whether I walk out or ſtay at home to Day, and 
therefore I ought in this Caſe to be left to my 
own Choice; and ſhould any Man, or body of 
Men oblige me to one or the other againſt my 
own Conſent, I am deprived of my natural Right, 
and have reaſon to complain of Impoſition. But 
on the other hand, any indifferent matters that in 
their Nature affect Society, the Society affected 
by them have a Right to determine, as far as they 
only relate to, and concern themſelves. 8 Ng 
And this is the true State of the Caſe with 
relation to indifferent things, about which Chriſ- 
tians and Chriſtian Churches differ in their 
Choice and Determination. Some of theſe 
things concern only particular Perſons, and do 
not in themſelves affect Society, and others im- 
mediately and in their own Nature affect the 
Church, conſider'd in a congregate and ſocial State. 
Now thoſe indifferent things that concern only 
Individuals, and not Society as ſuch, ought to be 
left intirely to the free Choice of every particu- 
lar Perſon. For inſtance, tis a matter of pure 
indifference whether the Sacrament be received 
_ © ſtanding, ſitting, or kneeling, or whether Per- 
ſons turn to the Eaſt or not at the Name of Je- 
ſus. But theſe matters in their own Nature only 
concern particular Perſons, and do not affect 
Chriſtian Society as * Sacrament E 
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be received, and the publick Prayers offered up 
and joind in, by all the Congregation, as well 
without, as with Uniformity in ſuch things. And 
therefore the Church ſhould not intermeddle in 
theſe matters, but ſhould leave every one of her 
Members to his own, Choice. - For by the ſame 
Rule that one indifferent rbing of a pure perſonal 
Concern is preſcribed by the Church, and impo- 
Ted on. her Members, a hundred more may; till at 

„ the Communiofl ſhall be clogg'd and incum- 
ber'd with ſuch Terms, as will be grievous and 
intoferable to the wiſeſt and beſt part of Man- 
kind. Impoſitions of this ſort, if once admitted, 
will be apt to grow and ſpread like a Land- Flood, 
and overwhelm the Church with Diſcord and 
Confuſion. If the Geſtures and Poſtures of par- 
ticular Perſons may be ſettled by the Church, 
why not particular Habits too? She may as well 
decree that none ſhall be admitted to her Com- 
munion that wear Perriwigs, or  Hoop-petti- 


coats; ſhe may as well injoin Whiskers on all her 


Male Members, and ſo on, for there is no ſtop- 


ping. She is as much affected with one thing as 
another of ſuch perſonal; matters, and may with 
as much reaſon preſcribe in one Caſe as another. 
And from hence it appears, that to require a 


Uniformity in any ſuch matters, is a manifeſt in- 


fringement of the natural Rights and Privileges 


of the People. 


But then there are ſome indifferent things, 


which immediately, and in their own Nature, 


affect and concern not only particular Per- 


ſons, but the Church too, conſider'd as a col- 


lective Body, and theſe ſhould be ſettled and 


determined by the Society which they affect and 
concern. As things of a pure perſonal Concern 
ſhould be left to the election of Individuals, ſo things 

that concern particular Societies, and none 14 


ſho 


BL 
ſhould be ſettled by ſuch Societies for themſelves, 
And ſuch Settlements and Determinations are 
binding, if regularly made, on every individual 
Member, of which ſuch Societies are reſpeRively 
made up, and on none beſides. One Church has 
no more right to preſcribe in theſe matters fox 
another, than one Man has to preſcribe for àno- 
ther in perſbnal matters, that is juſt none at all, 
And hence it follows, by neceſſary and unavoid- 
able Conſequence, that a hundred, or-a thou- 
ſand, or ten thouſand Churches, conſider'd nt 
ſtate of Combination, have no power to preſerib 
to any other Church,or Churches. For the power of 
the whole Body in this combined State, mult re- 
ſult only from the power lodged in the particular 
Societies of which it conſiſts, Now as no par- 
ticular Church in the Combination, has any right 
to preſcribe to another Society, ſo neither has the 
whole Combination any ſuch right, over any one 
Congregation that does not belong to it. Thefe 
Churches in their combined State, may, if they 
pleaſe, by mutual Conſent, preſcribe a Unifor- 
mity in indifferent things for themſelves, but 
their Decrees are not at all binding on any out 
of the Combination. Or if ever ſo many Con- 
gregations ſhould agree together, to ſubmit to 
the preſcription of the Civil Magiſtrate, in mat- 
ters of indifference; ſuch a voluntary ſurrender 
of their natural Right, gives the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate a Power perhaps to preſcribe in ſuch mat- 
ters, to thoſe Churches that join'd in the ſurren- 
der, but to none elſe. The power of determining 
indifferent things relating to the Church, con- 
{ider'd in a ſoclal State, is lodged originally: and 
immediately in every particular Society, vis. 3 
power to determine for, itſelf, in matters of in- 
difference that concern itſelf, and no other So- 

| B 2 cieties. 
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cieties. This methinks is a ſelf-evident Truth, 
and needs only to be ſet in a juſt Light, to gain 
our aſſent to it. Such Decrees immediately affect 
particular Societies, they are.the beſt judges of 
what is fitteſt and moſt proper for themſelves ; 
they know beſt what will ſuit their own Tem- 
per, and Circumſtances, and conſequently what 
will be moſt for their own Satisfaction and Com- 
fort; they are to reap the Advantages, or ſuffer 
the Damage, that will enſue upon any Decrees of 
this kind; and their Liberty of Choice can, in 
its own · Nature, only affect themſelves. 
therefore we may conclude, that God and Nature 
have lodged this Power in every Church, and that 
no Power on Earth can hinder the execution of 
it without manifeſt Injuſtice; unleſs, on other 
accounts, a Forfeiture be made of it. Amongſt thoſe 
indifferent things that affect and concern the 
Church in her congregate and ſocial State, are 
theſe that follow. | 3 
The Circumſtance of Place, where the Church 
Thall ſtatedly aſſemble. For tho according to our 
Saviour's words, John iv. 21. one place is now 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation as acceptable to 
God as another, yet 'tis highly neceſſary, that 
ſome one particular place ſhould be agreed upon 
by the Church, and appointed for the publick 
Service of God, that ſo all its Members may 
know whither to repair on ſuch Occaſions. And 
for the ſame Reaſon 'tis neceſſary alſo, that the 
particular time of aſſembling ſhould be ſome 
way or other ſettled, that every one may know 
when to go to the publick Worſhip, and when to 
| enjoy the Ordinances of the Houſe of God. 
t Moreover, tis neceſſary to the Order and 
lf Well-being of the Church, that the Mode of pub- 
| lick Worſhip ſhould be ſettled in every com 
| * Be ri 


(13) 

Chriſt has left full and ſufficient Inſtrutions, con- 
cerning the Nature and Eſſence of the Worſhip 
to be perform'd by his Church, but he has not 
thought fit to ſettle the Mode of it. This he 
has left to the Diſcretion and Choice of the 
Church, it being in itſelf a matter of pure in- 
difference, and making na alteration in'the Na- 
ture of the Worſhip itſelf. What is of the Eſſence 
of Chriſtian Worſhip, and all that is neceſſary to 
render it acceptable to God, is, that it be directed 
to him, in the Name and thro' the Mediation of 
Er- Chriſt, with a true and ſincere Heart. And 
ch Confeſſions, Prayers, and Praiſes are the 
ſame, whether they are from time to time offer d 
up in a ſet preſcribed Form of Words, or with 
more Liberty and variety of Expreſſion. And 
yet 'ris at leaſt convenient, that ſome particular 
mode ſhould be ſettled in every Congregation. 
Furthermore, tis a matter of pure indifference 
in itſelf, how the ſeveral parts of the publick 
Service are ranged and methodiſed ; whether the 
Church begins with reading, ſinging, praying, 
or preaching, &c. And yet tis very proper, that 
this Arrangement and Order of the ſeveral parts 
of publick Service ſhould be ſettled in every 
Congregation, that the People may know before- 
hand how they muſt proceed. And the Hurry 
and Confuſion the Aſſembly ſeems to be thrown 
into, when by miſtake, or otherwiſe, any part 
of the Service is enter'd upon, out of its uſual 
lace, is a ſufficient proof of the expediency of 
| ſuch a Settlement of Order and Method. Tis 
indifferent whether the Euchariſt be adminiſter'd 
in the Morning or Afternoon, whether before or 
after Sermon; and yet tis expedient, that this in- 
different Circumſtance ſhould be determined in 
every Church, it being a matter that concerns 
the whole Society, : | x 


(14) 
I add, that the particular Modes of Church- 
Government, are, in my Opinion, a matter of indif- 
ference, left to the Choice and Deciſion of parti- 
cular Chriſtian Societies, 'whom, as ſuch, it im- 
mediately concerns. There have indeed been 
warm Diſputes kept up for many Ages, concern- 
ing the Government ot the Church, and each of 
the contending Parties have been wont to appeal 
to the Scriptures, to prove their reſpective Model 
to be Jure Divino. Some contend, that Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, are the three Orders that 
Chriſt ordain'd, and his Apoſtles eſtabliſh'd in 
the Church. Others, that particular Societies 
ought to be in ſubjection to a Presbytery within 
a certain Diſtrit ;- but allowing an Appeal to a 
provincial, or national Synod : that Biſhops and 
Presbyters are, according to the Apoſtolical In- 
ſtitution, one and the ſame Order, and that a | 
Dioceſan Biſhop is a mere Creature of the Civil 
Magiſtrate. Others warmly affert, that every 
Congregation is intirely independent on all o- 
thers, and is to be under the care and overſight 
of a Paſtor of its own chooſing ; whoſe Autho- 
rity is ſo far confined to the Congregation that 
chooſes him, that he has no Power ex officio in 
any other Church. Each of theſe contending 
Parties, I ſay, plead a Jus Divinum, for their 
different Plans of Eccleſiaſtical Poliry. But alas, 
in my opinion, theſe Diſputes are vain and frivo- { 
lous. For Chriſt the ſupreme Head of the Church 
has left no ſtanding Rules concerning the Mode 
of Church Polity, beſides this general one, that 
all things be done to Edification. Some Govern- 
ment, and conſequently ſome Officers there muſt 
be, or elſe the Afairs of the Church would be 
noglected and run into Confuſion, but the parti- 
cular Model, is; for ought I can- ſind, left to the 
** and determination of the ren. — a 
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We have an accqunt indeed of a great variety 
of Church - Officers, in the Apoſtles time, ſuch as 
Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, Rulers, Ex- 
horters, Biſhops, Presbyters, and many more. 
And they were appointed, as St. Paul informs us, 
for the profit of the Church, and the ediſication 
of the Body of Chriſt, Ephe iv. 12: But then they h 


. were appointed pre hac vice, the Circumſtances of 


the Church requiring ſuch a variety at that time. 


Nor can it be imagined that all theſe Orders were 


to be found in evety Congregation, but ſome in 
one, and ſome in another, according as their Cir- 
cumſtances and Neceſſities differed. - And as. ſoon 
as the Church! grew up from infant-Weaknelſs, to 
2a more conſirmed and ſettled State, moſt of theſe 
Offices. ceas'd, being no longer neceſſary; and 
we can now ouly gueſs at the meaning of them. 
Now from hence tis plain, that neceſſity, and the 
advantage of the Church, is the only end of or» 
da ining Officers and Governourb ; and therefore 
that theſe are to be ſubjected! to ſuch Changes 
and Variations, as the Circumſtances of th 
Ghutch in difftrent Places, and Times, ro · 
Qhumes | im zn iber eb 23 d 
In a word iti ſeens evident to me, that the 
Apoſtles never deſigned to fix a ſtanding Model 
af Polity for the Church, in future Ages. What 
they ſettled at one time they alte at another, 
laid aſide ſome, and ſet up new Officers, according 
to the Changes ia the ſtate of the Cheb; and thas 


Liberty which they cook ta Alter their own Ma- 


del; is a plain Indication, [that hthirty had uno 
thought of opreſcribing' to hs anbeact Form of 
Goverument. Nay, their Conduct, methinks, 
ſpeaks the very tlling that I am contending; for, 
viz. that the Churches in ſucveecliig Ages, og) 

they. Hid, 


conſult 


do the end of the World, mould, as 
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conſult their own Profit and Edification, and 
ſettle ſuch Schemes of Polity, as they ſhould judge 
proper for that purpoſe. Beſides, we do not 
find throughout the whole New Teſtament, the 
leaſt hint, that the Apoſtles intended to exhibit 
a perpetual Plan of Government, or that they 
expected the Churches in after-times ſhould con- 
form to any one of their Models, which were 
all calculated to ſuit the State of the Church in 
their own Times. | | 2 
This therefore is a matter, I humbly conceive; 
left to the diſcretion of the Churches, who are 
beſt acquainted with their own Condition, and 
the Circumſtances of their own' Times. Some 
Government there muſt be, and God who is not 
the Author of Confuſion, but of Order, and 
who requires a decent Regulation of the pub- 
lick Service, as it. But as the particular 
Modes of Civil Government are left to be ſettled 
by particular Nations and Societies, ſuitable to 
their reſpective Intereſts and Circumſtances, ſo 
particular Modes of Church Government, are as 
much left to the Wiſdom and Prudence of the 
Church to determine, according as may be moſt 
for her Edification and Advantage. Nor can 
what I have here advanced tend to weaken the 
force of Church-Govetnment, or leſſen the Au- 
thority of her Governours, if it be conſider d, that 
as there is a divine Right, impreſt upon Eccle-, 
fiaſtical Government in general, ſo the proper 
Officers in every Model of Government -are as 
much inveſted with this divine Right, as if that 
particular Model had been inſtituted of God, and 
no other, And the general Ordinance of God 

being thus derived upon, and applied to ev 
ies of Government, it may juſtly be ſaid, 
in the words af St. Paul, There is no power 2b 
t 
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God: the s that be, are ordained of Cod; whoſo+ 
ever therefare refiſteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance 
of God, and they that refiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation. Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Theſe, I think, are the 
rincipal matters of indifference, which as they 
immediately, and in their own Nature, affect and 
concern particular Chriſtian Societies, are left to 
their own Choice and Deciſion. © Tis convenient 
that every Congregation ſhould have a ſettled 
place to meet in, and a fer time for aſſembling 
together, a ſtated Mode of rr a fixed Me- 
thod in the Arrangement of the ſeveral parts of 
publick Service, and a ſettled Model of Govern- 
ment. But theſe matters in themſelves affe& only 
the Societies in which they are ſettled, and there- 
fore ſhould be left to their own Determinations, 
and ſubjected only to ſuck Alterations as they 
ſhall judge from time to time neceſſary, or expedi- 
ent. And hence it follows, that Chriſtian Churches 
have no reaſon to be diſpleaſed with each other 
for their different Choice and Determinations in 
ſuch Things: If they don't agree to worſhip 
God thro? Chriſt in the ſame place, nor at one 
and the ſame time, nor in exactly the ſame Mode 
and Order, and finally if they can't agree u 
the very ſame Model of Government; ſuch Dif- 
ferences ſhould not diſpleaſe, foraſmuch as they 
are only about things indifferent, left to the free 
. Choice of every Society, who cannot juſtly be 
diſpoſſeſt of this Power, without their own 
Conſent and Surrender, or unleſs by their Abuſe 
of it, they forfeit it. Ma] FET 
If therefore one Church has made a wiſer and 
more - prudent Choice than another, they ought 
not, however, to deſpiſe or hate their Brethren, 
who, if they have been guilty of Imprudence and 
Indiſcretion, themſelves ſuffer the Damage and 
Inconveniences, and are therefore rather the — 
| C Jeas 
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jects of Pity than Reſentment. And it: onght to 
be conſider'd roo, by - thoſe that thus compli- 
ment their own Underſtanding, and maguify 
the Wiſdom of their own Decrees, that however. 
agreeable their own Determination is to them- 
ſelves, it would be altogether as diſagreeable ta 
their Neighbours, who are moſt pleaſed and pro- 
fited with their own Schemes, how weak and ill - 
concerted ſoe ver they may ſeem to others. 

Having, thus taken a ſurvey of the Differences 
amongſt Proteſtants about matters in their own 
Nature. indifferent, which are left to human 
Choice, I ſhall proceed to demonſtrate that the 
Unity of the Church does not conſiſt in them, nor 
is affected by them, coniider'd in themſelves. 

It cannot poſſibly conſiſt in Unity of place, now 
that the Religion of Jeſus is become the Religion 
of whole Nations, and the Number of Chriſtians 
in populous Towns and Cities, is grown ſo great, 
that they cannot poſſibly «flemble all together to 
worſhip God, They muſt of neceſſity now meet 
in ſeparate Bodys, in diſtin& places for conve- 
nience of Worſhip. The firſt Chriſtian Church in+ 
deed, and the only one then in the World, were 
together daily in the Temple; but the Unity of 
place laſted but a chort time, for ſo mightily grew 
the word o God and prevailed, that the Church ſoon 
extended it ſelf over moſt parts of the then known 
World, which obliged the Believers to aſſemble 
in ſeparate Bodies. And having in many places, 
no publick Edifice to repair to, and being more- 
over greatly perſecuted for their Religion, they 
were often. obliged to meet in {mall Numbers in 
private Houſes. Which Conventicles, however 
now.a term of Reproach, were called Churches, 
for St. Paul more than once ſpeaks of the Church 
in ſuch a one's Houſe. So that Unity of _ 
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has been for many Ages incompatible to the State 
of the "Church; and therefore cannot be neceſſary 
to the Unity aſſerted in our Tektkt. 
Nor will any, ſure, ſay that Unity of time fot 
publick Worſhip is a part of the Unity of the Ca- 
tholick Church, when every particular Society 
claims a right to aſſemble at what Hour ſuits 
them | | 1 | dlia Fi; 0 
Nor can the Unity of the Catholick Church be 
made to conſiſt in Uniformity as to the Mode of 
Worſhip, the order of the parts of publick Service, 
or the Model of Ecclefiaſtical Government. And, 
for the Truth of this, T appeal to the moſt zea- 
lous Sticklers for Uniformity in ſuch matters. The 
beſt and moſt able Defenders of the eſtabliſhed 
Church of Eng/and allow, that if one National 
Church'adheres to a ſtinted Liturgy, and another 
to extemporary Prayer, one to an Epiſcopal, and 
another to a Presbyterian Government, &c. yet 
that theſe Differences do not deſtroy the Unity 
of the Catholick Church, as long as there is a free 
Communication kept open between the Worſhip 
and Communion of one and the other. 
No if different Modes of Worſhip, and dif- 
ferent, Plans of Church Government, in two or 
more National Churches, do not deſtroy their 
Vaity, nor conſtitute a Schiſm between them, it 
follows, that the Unity of the Catholick Church 
does not conſiſt in theſe things; for if it confiſts 
in them, there muſt of neceſſity be a Schiſm crea- 
ted between two National Churches, which dif- 
fer in theſe Points, which it ſeems will not be 
allow'd. And if the Unity of ſeveral National 
Churches, does not confiſt in a Uniformity in 
ſuch matters as I have juſt mentioned, I cannot 
conceive how ſuch a Uniformity can be proved to 
be neceſſary to bn of the Church' in — 
| 2 n an 
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the ſame Nation. If different Modes of Worſhi 
and Goyernment in different Nations are confi 
tent with the Unity of theſe Churches, is evi- 

dent that . theſe ys do not. conſtitute the Uni- 

17 the Church. And if they do not conſtitute 
the Unity of the Church, then tis poſſible that 
Unity way ſubſiſt where there is not a Unifor- 
mity in them. And if Unity may ſubſiſt in the 
Nature of things where this Uniformity is not, 
then the Unity of oge and the ſame National 
Church, 2 mainkained without it. So a 
every particular Society may, purſuant to their 
natural Right, chooſe for themſelves in theſe jndif- 
ferent matters, without incurring the guilt of 
Schiſm, as much as 2 whole national Church may, 
conſiſtent with Unity, chooſe and ſettle for it- 
ſelf, a different Mode of Worſhip and Polity from 
that of another National Churc n. 
I add, that as the Una of the Church does 
not | conſiſt in the Sameneſs of her Determina- 
tions in things of Indifference, ſo neither is the 
Honour of the Church, nor Credit of Religion at 
all injured by any diſterence in theſe matters con- 
ſider d in themſelves. The Chriſtian Religion is 
the ſame in all Churches, how u idely ſoever they 
may differ in theſe Points. Indeed it muſt be 
confeſs d, that Controverſies about indifferent 
things have proved the occaſions of great Miſ- 
chief to Religion and the Church, but this has 
been owing intirely to the unreaſonable and aſ- 
ſuming Lemper of the Managers, of them, who 
can't be content on one (ide and another, quietiy 
to enjoy their, own Choice, but muſt impoſe upon 
one another, and be angry with, all that deter- 
mine differently 5 — ves., Theſe things 

are in their ow¼n Nature harmleſs W 
haye no pernicious Tendency, and would all 


Sides 
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Sides give the ſame Liberty of Choice as they ate 
willing to take, the Honour of the Church; and 
the Credit of Religion, would ſubſiſt inviolable 
and unhurt amidlt all ſuch different Modes and 
Gireimmſtantes. on EEE UH EYE 
So that upon the whole it appears, that all 
denominations of Proteſtants may aſſert their 
_ of determining for themſelves in all matrers 

indifference, - and of enjoying their own re- 
ſpective Choice, without being chargeable, ; purely 
on that account, with "injuring the Credit of Re- 
ligion, violating the Unity of the Church, or 
creating a Schiſm in the myſtical body of Chriſt. 

But if, after all, our Differences of this kind are 
found in their Conſequences to be prejudicial to 
Religion, and the Peace of the Church; this is 
a quite different Conſideration» * And how far in 
ſuch a Caſe we are bound to recede: from our 
Right; is a Queſtion that equally, concerns all 

emo bot! wn HD $673 vain Fig 
I am next to- conſider matters of Opinion, or 
different Interprerations of ſome Texts of Scrip- 
ture There are ſome things in the Chriſtian 
Syſtem,” which how clear and indiſputable ſoever 
they might be in the Apoſtolical Age, yet in 
after - times became ſo ohſcure and doubtſul, that 
good honeſt Chriſtians who ſincerely deſir d, and 
endeavour'd to know, and do the will of their 
Lord and Maſter, differ d in their Opinions con- 
Forning them, and could not, after an impartial 
Search; be of one Mind and judgment. They all 
ſcem'd to pay an equal regard to the Authority 
of the Scriptures, appealed to them for a Deci- 
fion of their Diſputes, and ſeem'd willing under 
the Guidance of them to be led into all Truth, 
as it is in Jeſus. So it has been in all Ages fince 
the Apoſtles, and ſo it is at this 8 
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their Inquiries Chriſtians cannot think alike? The 
Senſe of ſuch and ſuch Texts of Scripture: ſebmis 
to ſome” different from the ' "Intofprerations which 
others put u upon them. | in Mott PIE 
Now the ſubject of or her Inquiry is, whe- 
ther the Unity of the Church requires Uvity of 
Opinion in all its Members ? or, in other words, 
whether a profeſſion of different Opinions ix de- 
ſtructive of the Unity of the Church? That they 
| have occaſioned Diſcords,” Confuſions and Schiſmt, 
is too plain to be deny -d. But Whether theſe 
bad and pernicious Conſequentes are to be aſcri. 
bed ro the Spirit and Conduct of Men of different 
Perſuaſions, or whether they refult as neceſſar 

Effects from the Nature of theſe different Sent 
ments, is che Queſtion to be reſolved. Bigots and 
opinionated Perſons of all Perſuaſions will rougd- 
ly aſſert the latter, viz.) that the Opinions that 
iffer from their own are defiruttive of the Peace 
and Unity of the Church, and conſequently, that 
they ars juſti fy d in ſetting Mo hn Intereſt oppo- 
fite and contrary to that of their Neighbours; 
which — a formal Schiſm in the Church, 

the guilt” of which” they are apt in great Mode 
to place to the Account of thoſe, ho profeſs to 
diſter from them ig Sentiment and Opinion 
But any one that thinks ſobefly and impartially 
of the Nature and State of our Differences of 
this kind muſt needs be eotvinced, that the Unity 
bf the Church is not affected b chem, eon ſider d 
in themſelves ; that this 'Unity' cannot 

confiſt in "Identity of Opision, and © 

quently that the unhappy Rents and Schiſms, that 
have from time to time been made in the Chorck 
on theſe Ae counts, have been intirely ing te 
the bad * and Conducr of Men of different 

Perſaſions E 10 1 Cb g A off 
For 
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y For how can different Opinions in themſelves 
aſſect the Unity of the Church, When they are 
_ conſiſtent - with Unity of Faith 7 By 
h mean, à ſincere Beliet that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the World to ſave Sinners, and in Con- 

ſequence of this Belief, a real Deſire and Endea- 
your to know and do his Will, as contained in 
the Scriptures. . This Faith is abſolutely neceſſary 
to conſtitute a Chriſtian, and to render him capa- 
ble of joining in the publick Service of the Church. 
This Faith runs thro' the whole Church, and in 
ſeveral reſpe&s renders it one intire Body. Who 
ever has not this Faith, is incapable,1n his State 
of Infidelity, of being a real Member of the Chriſ- 
tian Church; and on the other Hand, whoever 
is poſſeſt of it, as he is qualified for Chriſtian. 
Communion, ſo he may demand it of any part 
of the Church upon ſuch a Declaration.; And that 
with a non obſtante to his peculiar and diſtin&ive 
Opinions, in any matters conſiſtent with it. Now 
that the different Opinions amongſt Proteſtants 
are conſiſtent with this common Faith that con» 
ſtitutes them Chriſtians, is very evident, becauſe 
all contending Parties have recourſe to the Scrip+ 
ture for the Truth of their reſpe&ive Tenets, and 
declare themſelves willing to be guided and deter- 
mined by the word and will 1 Chriſt. So that 
their very Diſputes are a Declaration of their 
Faith in Chriſt, and Subjection to him. Their 
ng the Mind and Will of Chriſt in favour 
of their-ſeveral Opinions, is a Proof that they 
believe him to. be the Chriſt, and their conſtant 
Appeal to the Scripture, beſpeaks them to believe 
it to be the Ruls of Faith and Manners, ' and 
proves them to be willing to be directed by id 
Now as our different Opinions do not obſtruct 
the Unity of our common Faith, nor make us 
314 ever 
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ever the more or lefs Chriſtians; how can'they + 
in themſelves injure or deſtroy the Unity of the 
Church? Faith renders the Church one, as much 
as Rationality. in human Body renders all Mankind 
one Species of Being. Aud all matters of Opi- 
nion are as conſiſtent with this Faith, and con- 
ſequently with Unity, as different Features and 
Shapes in human Body are conſiſtent with the 
ſameneſs of the human Species. G37 - 
Beſides, theſe different Opinions are only of a 
perſonal Concern, and do not in themſelves af- 
Society. The common Faith of Chriſtians, . 
is not only of perſonal, but ſocial Concern, for- 
aſmuch as it enters into the Nature and Eſſence 
of the publick Worſhip, which none but Belie- 
vers in Chriſt can join in. The Prayers and 
Praiſes of the Church are offer'd up in the Name 
of Chriſt, and are founded upon the Authority of 
the Scriptures, and therefore without Faith, no 
Man can poſſibly be qualified for the Worſhip or 
Communion of the Chriſtian Church. But wWho- 
ever has Faith, has every thing neceſſary to ren- 
der him meet and worthy to be admitted to all 
the Privileges of the Houſe of God. His Opi- 
nions in matters of Controverſy, are no hindrance 
to his joining heartily in the Worſhip and Com- 
munion of the Church. Nay, Perſons of the moſt 
poſite Sentiments in ſuch matters, may unite as 
well in all the proper Buſineſs of the Church, as 
if they were all of the ſame Opinion and Judg- 
ment. They can all ſincerely confeſs their Sins, 
pray for Pardon and all good things, offer up 
their Thankſgivings and Praiſes to God, in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; they can all eat and drink 
in Commemoration of the Sufferings and Death 
of their common Saviour at his Table. Thaſe, 
and all other things which properly 3 
c 
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the Serview af übe Church, all Chriſtians can 
unte in, zmidſt the variety of Opinions by 
Which they are diftingui ed and deriotninated. 
I ſhall inſtance only im two things, one of which 
ay viſhes Chriſtians of our Denomination into 
es god the other Fiſtinghiſlies us fea 
other Denotrinations. n | 
- The Controverſy Which "divides us — | 
Bodies, is that coneerning the quigquarticular 
Poines, or what is commonly eall'd Caleb and 
Arminidvifin.” Now theſt are matters of a pure- 
ly 7 Concern, and do not affect the Church 
as ſuch; ar leaſt they © hr not. Fot no Poines 
of Controverſy amongil Chriſtians ound be 
drawn into its publick Worſhip, which hold 
confiſt of nothing but what all Chriſtians afo 
aQualfy' agreed in. And were the Worſhip of 
the Church. thus reſtored to its due Purity ani 
Simplicity, this Controverſy would be found to 
de à matter merely of à perfonal Coneern· And 
the Church being not at all affected by it, has 
* — to do to make any Decrees about it, 
| —_— leave it to the decifion of every Manis 
pre gment, whoſe unalienable Rigi it is to 
fettle his "own Opinions: ''No human TO or 

Preſcriptions ſhould hinder his free and imp 
Inquiry after Truth. And for this Reaſon, — 
that he 2 matter of 4 mere perſonal Concern, 
and dees not in it ſelf affect the Church, che 
ty of the Church catmiot conſiſt in it. For 
ein this Unity be fuppoͤſed to depend upon a 
Nose which che Church, in a fociaÞ Capacity, 
has nothing to do with, and about Which, it be- 
ing left to che ddeiſibn of every Mats ae, 
ment, Believers in Curie wit unavoidably 

in their-Sentimvents; 72 290 tent ribnl 
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+. The other thing that, I think it proper to men- 
tion is the Caſe of Baptiſm, by which the Bap- 
tiſis are diſtinguiſhed, from the reſt of the Chriſ- - 
tian Church. You believe that none ought to be 
baptized but upon a perſonal Profeſſion. of their 
Faith: other Denominations profeſs. to believe 
that Infants ſhould be admitted to Baptiſm, either 
upon the Faith of their Parents or Sureties, (not 
to mention the Mode of. Baptiſm, which is now 
become a Difference rather in Practice than Opi- 
nion.) Now this. Controverſy concerning the 
ſubjects of Baptiſm, . is a. perſonal Caſe, which 
does not concern the Church in a: ſocial State. 
And therefore every Man ſhould be left to act in 
this Point, according to the Perſuaſion of his own 
Mind. And as in Conſequence of ſuch a Li- 
berty, the Chriſtian World will be divided in 
Practice as well as Opinion, the Unity of the 
Church ought by no means to be made to depend 
upon either ſide of the Queſtion. Neither. the 
Worſhip nor Communion of the Church requires 
Unity of Opinion or Practice, in the Point of 
Baptiſm. For whether Perſons have been bap- 
tied in Infancy, or at riper Years, .. *tis a mat- 
ter that only concerns themſelves; for if they 
have Faith, they can join in the Confeſſions, Sup- 
plications, Thankſgivings, and Praiſes, of the 
Church, and can receive the Symbols of their 
Saviour's Body and Blood; all this they can join 
in as one Man, as heartily, and ſincerely, as if both 
their Opinion and Practice, as to Baptiſm, had 
been exactly the ſame. And if this be the Caſe, 
the Controverſy about Baptiſm, has in its own 
Nature no relation to the Unity of the Church, 
which can't depend on things that ſolely concern 
Individuals, and not Chriſtian Society ac ſuch. 
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© Moreover, that the Unity of the Cburch, 
which all Chriſtians are fri&y required to regard, 
and maintain, cannot conlift in Unity of Opinion, 
appears from hence, that to place it 6n his Foot, 
would be to render ad important Duty urterly 
impracticable. Nothing is, in the New Teſta: 
ment, enjoined with more Solemnity, - and en- 
forced with more awful Sanctions, than the 157 
ty of the Church: Nor is any thing more ſe- 
verely cenſur d and condemn d than Schiſm. And 
the ſeaſt that can be collected from this State of 
the Caſe is chat tis poſſible for good Men to 
maintain Catholick Unity, and prevent Schiſm, 
in — 4 — with their Allegiance and Sub- 
Chriſt in all other Reſpe&s. For tis 
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roo ſhocking thing to Tippole, that the Author 


of our Holy Religion ſhould be ſo Inconfiftent = 


with himſelf, and ſo b{tbatous to his moſt faĩth- 


ful Servants; as to require, upder the ſeyeteſt Pe- 


nalties, a thing which cannot be performed, but 
at the expence of a, good Conſcieuce, and their 
Allegiance to Him in other Inſtances, equally ne- 
ceflary and indiſpenſible. And yet to make the 
Unity of the Church to conſiſt in Unity of Opi- 
nion, will unavoidably plunge us into this Ab- 
ſardity. For to ſer up any one ſett of Articles in 
matters of Controverſy, as the Standard of Truth, 
aud the neceſſary Laws of Unity, muſt unavoid- 
ably tear and divide the Church into oppoſite 
Parties and' Communities, which is contrary to 
it Good Mes; 0d Goof Chrtianh, Won, ih 
ſuch a'Caſe; be forced upon this fatal Dilemma, 
eicher to break the Unity of the Church, which 
carries Guilt with it, or make Shipwreck of Faith 
and a good Conſcience, in order to charts it. 

Jo inſtance only in the Point of 

cerning the Subjects of which Chriſtians are di 

nn D - vided 


aptiſm, con- 
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vided.iy their d pion Should either ide of 
_ the, 5 8 ene 1 5 as eſſential 
to its Uaity, all, of the otber 955 would — yo 
keſlitated either to ſacrifice Conſcience for its 
be or. elle to ſet up for ho nan which is 
ofed to he inconſiſtent with it 
Exainple, the Pedgbaptiſts, — Ef 
elt Body, and having the Favour, and Authority + 
of the Civil Magiſtrate. on their ae ald 

1 


ao all to bring their Infants 235 
Cen * bo 
Saen ni 
e 


of Excommunication and. 
orcsd. by a, penal Law, 
eaves by to es 100 0 ru 


ain 
7 Rune, this 6 


Proſecy- 
tions, $0 Confiſcgt ig .of Gagds,,. priſonment, 
Ce; why in ſuch a Cafe che Antipedobeprifts to 
a Man are laid un 7.2.vecelliry, either intire 
to neglect Churc ee or in . 
the Authority of 75 5 af 0 
in bringing their or roſe 

up a pi i See of Their own, two, 
wer cannot be choſen. witho Gale, and as 
for map 215 vix. 8 emſelves, it 


y- ocealion. a Schifm ah: 
. he Sue this Schiſm 3 5 


, . » : 


1 5 Accogn 855 . rl 10 by 


ſuch FA 850 ſe certai Wo le, and clear 
fromthe Gut rs 
195 burn ſer 10 own 8 N dF 


tich as. 49 50 itiom of a ah 
'obliging. al 125 dbergta, if, order. to be 
1 Fae | wy th munion. 7 Aten 


8 555 ou he whole, 'tis.yeryevident that 
9 a 5 the. Church does not conlit in Uni- 


We Se, en Opinions are intirel7 
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conkifient with: chan n aith of Chriſtians; 
they are of a pure perſonal Concera, and they 
arg et ſuch. a, Nature, that. ſhould any one Set 
of them be efiabliſhed in the Church, as the con- 
ditiqns of Unity and the Jerms of Communion, 
numbers of ſincere Chriſtians would find it im: 
Livy to preſerya the Church's Unity, * 
dur (joning againſt Light and Conſcience... 
Tbis Unity is a matter of common. cons 
Chriſtians of what Perſuaſion ſoever are 


po he penalty of CT 
upon the penalty © nation, 

to conſult and pro ſerve it, — therefore nothing 
. mote gvident chan that it does; not re- 
e, Unity of Opinion, which in the preſent 
tate Feb things i is impoſſible, but conſiſts only is 
ings as tis in the power: of as 
vch, W all their Differences, to comply with 
And. ſſubmit to, Aud this leads me to what I 
propeſed aa de ie che  Secend*placa, ae. 40 


* mo gut un N06 ual BBY 10 2k 
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Zu. Whereis the Voiry of chu.Cheilkian Ghurch = 
dorgs, really, canſiſt, and to demonſirata, that none 
of the differences amongſt Proteſtants, either a- 
bout matters, of Indiſſerenoe or of, Opinion are 
in their N inconſiſtent with, or — 
ſtructive of it. Aud here tis noceſſary to 

mark that ther . twofold Uaity of the Church 
mentioned in the Holy Scripture, 1 to 
Abe firld I call an intrindtcl and eſſentiul Uni 
becauſe the. Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, is 
rily poſſeſt of, it, and cannot ſubſiſt without it, 
There are certain {Principles of Union which are 
of the eſſende and — 7 nf Church, 
which it. cannot be:deprived of without ceaſing 
to exiſt, which all its Parts and Branches par- 
take of, and which taken together, conſtitute a 
eee difference between it and all 7 


309% 
kinds of Societys. Juſt as there are certain Prin= 
ciples of Identity, inſeparably inherent in the 
human Species, equally predicable of every Indi- 
vidual under it, and which eſtabliſh an eſſential 
difference between that and al (other kinds of 
Beings. - az: Þ * 114.3 vis 

And from this inirinſick and efential: Va 
of the Church; there flows a certain Unity; whi 
Leal a ſecondary and relative Unity, beeduſe 
ie reſults from it as'a neceſſary and indiſpenſible 
Duty. Accordingly I ſhall, T3003. Noa: 1 20 
1. Shew wherein the intrinſiek and eſſont ial 
Unity of the Church conſiſts, and 'demonſrite 
that the diſt inctions amongſt Proteſtants are Sor 
inconſiſtent with, or deſtructive of it. 
2. Wherein the ſecondary” and relative boy 
ot the Church conſiſts, whieh is in holy writ 
injoined upon her, as her indiſpenſible Duty 
deſign'd at ſirſt to have been preity large on 
each of theſe heads, but having dwelt ſo long 
on the foregoing particulars, mult be forced to 
contract what follows into -a *Hartbw''comph(s. 
Perhaps another time,” I may treut this Subject 
more largely- z ar 2550944015 ee 0 
. Jam todhow whereie Uhl intrinſick and 
eſſential Unity of the Church echſiſts, and to de- 
monſtrate that the diſt inctious amongſt Pretel- 
tants, are not inoònſiſtent with, er deſtructive 
of it. 10101954 oH vt ni henna 
„And here in the fitſt place, it may be ſately aſ- 
ferred; that all Chriſtian Ohurehes are made up 
of Perſons, whos qualificarions'and ſpiritual In- 
tereſts are the ſame. For of all che real Mem- 
bers of the holy Catholick Church it may be 
quid, that they are good Men, and good Chai 
tians; and that they poſſeſs And, ate incitled tb 
lf? the gay Og 3 Goſpel 


201 
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Covenant. Were they all met together in ae * 


general Rendezvous, they would obe found to 
unite as one Man, in a ſincere deſire to know 
and do the will of God, in their belief that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World ro. ſave Sin- 


ners, and 4 willingneſs "£0, be taught, —— : 


and ſaved by him. They would be all found, in 
proportion tg the meaſure. of their attainments in 
Chriſtian Perfection, and according to their ſe» 

veral relations and circumſtances, diſpoſed to 
practiſe the {ame dutys of the Chriſtian Life, to 
worſhip the ſame God, thro the ſame Mediator, 


to cultivate the ſame moral Virtues, and to ſhun 


the ſame moral Evils. They would be all found 
to be ſanctiſied and influene d by the ſame Holy 
Spirit, to be juſtified by the Grace of God, thro? 


the Redemption of Chriſt Jeſus, and to be united 


in one common Hope of their Calling. Thus would 


| _ they be found to de all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 


nd is there any thing in the Diſtinctions that 
ſubſiſt amongſt them, repugnant to this Unity? 
Can; their different. Determinations in matters ef 


Indifference, or their different Sentiments in mat- | 


ters of Opinion, violate or deſtroy the Identity 
of their Qualifications or their Hope? May they 
not all ſincerely love God, and ſerye him thrd” 
Chriſt ; deny Ungodlineſs and; worldly -Luſts, 
_ exhibit themſelves bright Patterns of Virtue 
moral Rectitude, and, in conſequence of th 


things, may they not all be favourites of God. 


and Heirs of Salvation, notwithſtanding! the lit- 


tle Differences and Diſtinctions that are between 


them? Nothing is more cextain. 


. - 


TA 1 
And if ſo, good God! Why ſhould: the ſeve- 


guilty of ſuch nonatural Barbarity ? no, ti 


„ 


1 


and devour one another? Can true Chriſtiaus be 


ac 
trarß 
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to the Spirit by which they are led; and 
to ene Karger they profeſs..' An Enemy there - 
fore” hath done this; For as the things that I 
3 mentioned are a ſolid foundation of Uni 
ſt all good Chriſtians, ſo their form 
| chinn lves into diſtin& Societys, tho different in 
Modes and Ceremonys, and ſuch like leſſer mar- 
ters, lays them under no neceſſity of breaking thro”. 
the Obligation of St. Paul's Injunction, who ex- 
horted the Chriſtians at . and in them all 
Chriſtians throughout the World, to preſerve the 
Unity of tbe Spirit in the Bond of Pence, Eph. 
4. 3. On the contrary, as the intrinſick Unity 
amongſt all the members of the Chriſtian Chureh, 
is very ſubſtantial, and impotrant, ſo when they 
are conſider d in a Social or Church State, they 
are one, not only in their perſonal Qualifieations 
and Intereſts which they ſtill retain, but alſo in 
every 1 neceflary ro conltitaed a Chriſtian 
Church. 10 
| They all profeſs, ectfider'd in a ſocial Stare, 
Subjection to Chriſt, as their common Eceleſiaſtil 
oal Head und Governor, they acknowledg them- 
ſelves to be obliged by the ſame body of Laws, 
and to be under the ſame Charter, by which 
their Buſineſs, and their Privileges is Chriſtian 
Churches, are markt out, and Ane ig Their 
woblick Worſhip and Servies/is cho ſame in hike, 
and not eſſentially different, for they worſhi yl 
the ſame God, thro the ſame Mediator # 
y for the ſame Things, give thanks ar hd 
s, their Confeſſions and Praiſes are — 
—4 And the modal and circumſtantial Dif- 
ferences in their Worſhip, make no more altera- 
tion in the Nature and fence of it, than diſſe- 
rent Dreſſes male in the ſame Man. Some per- 
Raps may like him beſt in one Dreſs, 3 


3 


Another, bot the Man is the ſame, ia alt his 
different Habits,” In tike manner, as to the 
publick Service of the Church, ſome fixe ic be 

in one Dreſs,” and fome in another; ſome cho 

to 

of Words, others with greater Liberty and Free- 
dom of Expreſſion, "bur the” Worthip * oY 
the fame, and ſuffers no Change, tho the Draper 
ard. Garb in which ir appears in the ſeveral 
Chutches is ſomewhat diffetent. The fame may 


de laid of the Lord's Supper. For however" one 


Church receives the Symbols of their Saviour 
Sufferings and Death, in a different Poſture, and 
with different Ceremony, from another, yet as the 
Symbols arr the ſame, and received in obedience 
to the Iuſtitution of Chriſt, 2 fame End, 
viz. in Commemoration of a crucified Saviour; 
er ſaid of them, that not withſtand- 
ing ſuch external Differences, chey.” partake” of 
the ſame common Altar, and char 2h mary 
they are but one Body, and one | Bread, for they 
are all Partakers 'of that one Bread. 1 Cor 10. 
17. To conchade this Head, Proteſtants of zl 
Denominations are one in the Nature and Ends 
of their Eccleſiaſtical Polity and Government. For 
however they may differ about the Precedency, 
Subordination, Number, and Names of Church 
Officers, ſtill their Goverument is, I ſay, in the 
general nature and ends of it, the ſame. * Officers 
are choſen, by whatever Names they ate called, 
to one and the fame. Work, ux. to preach the 
Goſpel, to read the Scriptures, to guide and go 
before the People in their Social Worſhip, to ad- 


. 


miniſter tbe Sacraments, to preſide in the Dis- 


cipline of the Church, to take care of the Poor, 


ro ſee chat all things be done decently and in 
order; andy in 2 word, like” Faithful Jeep. 
to conſult che Intereſt and Safety of che Charth, 


and tp take ſuch Methode as may conduc oft 
2 + 1913 ah | E rod * 


pray ro God, and praiſe him iti a ffidred Form 2 
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de its Profir and. Edification. Theſe are. the 
great Ends for which. Eccleſiaſtical Government 
was ordained, and the things that all Denomina- | 
tions have in View, iu ſettling their reſpective 
Modes of Regimen and Diſcipline. And however 
one Church thinks Ecclefitical Government, in 
ſuch a Form, and in ſuch: Hands, will be moſt 
Profitable and adyantageaus, and another. thinks 
it beſt, and moſt conduciye to the great and 
important Ends of it, to eſtabliſh it in a_ Form 
ſomewhat different; yet theſe modal Diſtin&ions, 
being, as I have ſhewn, in theinſelves purely. in- 
n make no more alteration, in the nature 
ol the Government itſelf, than the Government 
of the Treaſury, or Admiralty ſuſtains, I being 
ſometimes in the Hands of. a ſingle Ferſag, and 


ſometimes in Commiſſion. . 
Theſe are the things, which canſtitute the 
-intrinſick and eſſential Unity of the Garch and 
in ſuch, reſpects all Prozeſtant-Churches, of all 
Denominations, are actually one in Chrilt Jeſus, 
i. e. in virtue of their common Faith in him: nor 
are their Differences, at all inconſiſtent, with. it. 

And if ſo, then it neceſſarily follows, 
„ 2. That no Differences; amongſt Proteſtants, 
eicher abour matters of Indifference, or of Opini- 
on, are in their own Nature inconſiſtent with the 
ſecondary and relative. Unity of the Church, 
Which; in the Holy Scriptures, is injoined upon 
her 28 à neceſſary. and indiſpenſable Duty, and 
' which can never ceaſe to be 2 feaſonable and prac- 
tiecable. Duty, as long as ſbe is ons, in the great 
and momentous matters juſt now mentioned. 
Whatever is not deſtruRiye of the eſſential Unity 
of the Church, can never im it {elf be inconſiſtent 
With its relative Unity. If all Chriſtian Churches 
are Actually onę, in, the religious; Qualifications 
' ang Intereſts of ell their real We if they 
e Ul anger Proel JuyeGionsta.Crifl .andrbe 
; E 


BY f authority 
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uthofiry of his Laws Af they all adhere to, ata: 
5 of ohe common W Worthip, if they al! 125 
take of the (ame e acherll, and are Nor one aud 
the fame Polity and GSVernment: If this be the 
true State of the Caſe, 'avd* ſuch a Unity Veh, 
and does actually ſubſiſt in the Chriſtiam Church, 
amidſt all her Differences aud Diſtin&tfons,” then * 
it follow s, that ſhe ought to be one in the olloẽ w- 
ing reſpects, which cooffirice what I call her ſes 
condary and relative Unity. 

t. That all her Parts and Members ſhould be 
of the ſame mind one towards another, by which 
I mean that there ought to be a mutual agteement 
in their Sentiments one of another. Tis the Du- 
ty of all Denominations of Chriſtians, to eſteem 
each other to be Fellow- Members of the ſame Bo- 
dy, and nearly and "intimately allied. Nor can 
their Differences in themſelves, render this Duty 
impracticable, foraſmüch as it obliges us onl 
to think jaſtly one of another; that is to thigk 
each other to be what they really are, amidſt all 
their Diſtinctions. If the important things that 
conſtitute the eſſential Unity of the Church aro 
predicable of all her Parts, then they are really one 
Church, however differengly denominated; and if 
they all make up one Holy Catholick Church, then 
they are certainly Fellow · Members of the Univer- 
ſal Body, and nearly related to each other ; and 
rey are really ſo, tis their Duty to think fo, nor 

a 


n the Differences between t hem render i it 

fible, for them to think of Weste 

another according to Truth: And fuch fav ep 
Sentiments, wil diſpoſe all Ds 
Proteſtatts for the Felice of another Dut 
is no leſs 8 5 to the be | 
Church, 3 with Leb. the Di n&io 
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4 imporrant . part NA relating the 
n Church, 95 1 green 25 the 

hole of it. And ſure o ig | 
the ſeveral Benomit ichs ons ben i, was 
ate ſo firmly united in the 4 5 matters above- 
mentioned, they haye all the reaſon. in the 18 
N one jg and to expreſs this their pup 

therly L 128 b rejoicing at the Proſperity; and 
isfortunes of each other. And 
this brot . Love and Affection, which. like the 
Blood and Spirits in the human; Body, fhepld 
have a free and unobſtructed Circulation thraugh- 
out Chriſt's myſtical Body the Church, will na- 
turally lead and 1 5 fp ſeveral Members of 


8 another Duty, highly peceſlary to the Ie | 
and Co mpactedneſs « he Whole Body, a 
Naben lege and ity of which evident we ; 


ſult from the intrinſick Uciy above deſcribed- . 
I mean that all Denominations of the Chriſtian 
C urch ſhould be united in one common 3 


T at every Congregation, by whatever Name 


tis diſtinguiſb'd, ſhauld regard and conſult in 


the fult place the good of the Catholick Church, 
and its Oyn private Advantage, only in Subor- 
dination tbeteto. Aud this Duty is expreſiy ro- 
commended- by St. Paul, who in 1 Cor, ii. 25, 
24. directs the Members of the Church, in order 
prevent Schiſm in the Bcdy to have the 77550 
ane for another; and tells them, that if 


one Member ſuffer d, all the Members Hows 


ſuffer with it, and if one Member were . J 
all the Members ſhould. rejoice with it» ich 
ety, 28 tis necefſary to be obſerved and. wal 
1 £209 particular Congregation, wit 

225 er Unity aud Peace, ſo. alſo is. "ir 


40 þe regarge by all the Churches 
ron wards ther, in orden to, Cal 
apd.preyeat thoſe 


HE coar Spc, and. U 


ercate and maintain · Nor are the Differences 
amongſt Chriſtian Proteſtants at all inconſiſtent 
in their own Nature, with this generous and pub- 
lick Spirit, which all Chriſtians and all Churches 


he. to expreſs. for the common Intereſt of 


Chriſt in the World. We may, for ought I ſee, 
adhere to a particular Denomination, without 
terminating our Regards on it, and without ſa- 
crificing a publick to a private Intereſt. And if 
all Parties were under the Influence: and Conduct 
of ſach Catholick Principles as theſe, which are 


ſo agreeable to the Rules of our Holy Religion, 


and to the real ſtate of the Catholick Church, ſhe 
being amidſt all her Diſtinctions one in all the 


important matters above mentioned; I'm per- 


ſuaded, none of them would deem it à thing im- 
poſſible in its own Nature, to reduce to practice a- 
notber Duty of the laſt Conſequence tothe relative 
Unity and Peace of the Church, which is this, via. 

- That the ſeveral Denominations of the Chriſtian 
Church ſhould keep open a free Communication 
between each others Worſhip and Sacrament. To 
ſet np Worſhip againſt Worſhip, and Altar againſt. 


Altar, or in other words, for the ſeveral Deno- 


minations of 'Chriſtians to renoance each others 
Worſhip and Communion; this, as it conſtitutes a 
formal Schiſm, ſo» it naturally tends to produce 


very pernicious Effects; ſuch a Schiſm being uſu- 


ally attended with, a fond Attachment to a Par- 
45 uncharitable Cenſures, alienation of Affection, 
elfiſh Views, and à diſregard'to, the reat Intereſt 


ard Welfare of the common Cinle of Chriſt. | 


*Tis generally attended with Bickerings and vain 
Diſputes, Avimoſities, Hatred, Variance, and ma- 
ny-other Exils, equally injurious and prejudicial 
b8th'to Church and State. No. WO then if 


ſach.z Schiſm is ſcyetely eondemn'd by the Apo- 
{Uss, and the Authors af them concluded- under 
is r ar all ſurpriring to find che: 


a Curſe. 


* 
Noche 511 3.29% 


ni Aaugqanltgs met oo — FULL: primi * 
*. r H neee mend 952 9 88. 


| 


r 
307% "MS ” 


_— * = 
—— — — 5 — = 
i « © 
= 2 


— 


— —— 
— —— = 


— — 
— 
Fl 
CID 4 — 
= a ' 5 
= - 


- - 
- 
"—— = 
7 wa £3 


S- 2 * a 28 
„ 


1 tevorr, EecloGa reit nan ef. N 
ca A ah 


_m 


(38) 
primitive Father 8 thundring out Anathem 28 'and 
Ex communications againſt thoſe that divided the 


Churches Worſhip and Communion, and ſtrictiy 


injoining- one common Worſhip, and Sacrament, 
thro'onr all the Churches. Ignatius in his Epiſtle 
to the Magnefians affirms that there ought to be 
but one Worthip, one Prayer, and one Euchariſt 
in the Church. And that by the Church, he 


means the Catholick Church, is evident from hat 


he writes to the Philadelphiant, where having re- 
commended. to them the very iſame things as he 
did to the Magnefians, he enforces his Exhortation' 
with this Argument , that there was but one 
Church which the Apoſtles with much Labour 
and Pains founded from one end of the Earth to 
another. And that a Schiſm in any particular 
branch of the Chriſtian Church, was deem'd by 
the Primitive Fathers as a Schiſm in the Catholick: 
Body, appears: from St. Cyprian, who ſays of H- 
liciſſimus and his Party, who had only made a 
Schiſm in the Church of Carthage, that they 


were Rebels againſt the Catholick Church, and 


of Novatian, who had only deferted the Commu- 
nion of the Church at Rome tt; that tho Chriſt has 
inſtituted but one Church, which is divided thro'- 
out the World into many Members; he (Novatian)' 
contrary to the ſtrict Unity of the Catholick- 
Church, endeavours to eſtabliſh a human Church. 
Let me add, that when St. Cyprian and —_—_ 
E190 11-217 eto Sid nr 


M. esu, kia Stor, ir ena ee 

t Mia Exxxne la n- zu ον 07 iet Arügre R- 47g 
mype.roy ide mpd ron iv rd diam NKopeTs cis id 
ni} Wi. 5 nt PEERS 

* Contra-Eccleſiam Catholicam Rebelles, Ep. $3 O. 
Pam E * in * bh AIR i —.— * 
ö ſit totum Mundum una Eccleha in mp.ta mem - 
bed 25 ile pol Dei draditiongf, poſt connexum g ugicz 


cod junctam Eccleſiæ üitatem, humana m cot btur Eecleſiani. 


"I EpNcoparu' eft Uaus, cujus,) & fingulis, in ſolidum, pe! 
ö qu 4 it, - . Upit. » 
— nnd WOW. 

bere. Ep. Cornel. Cypriano, Ne 49. Ox: — 
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* that there ought to be but one Epiſcopacy * « 
or Prieſthood inthe:Chriſtian Church, their means 
ing is, that the Worſhip and Sacdament throughs . 


out the whole Catholick * Church, ſhould be as open 
to all Chriſtians, and ſhould be as freely reſartad 
to by them, as opportunity offers, as if the whole 


Where chis free Communication is preſerved, be · 
tween the Worſhip and Sacramend of the. ſeveral 
Branches of the Chriſtian Church her Unity is 
not deſtroyd by any little modal Differences, in 
her Epiſcopacy, Gaverdateat, or: Liturgy. And 
on the coutrary, where this Communication is 
cout oſſ by ſetting up Morſhip againſt. Worſhip, and 
Altar againſt Altac, there is a formal Schiſm, 


tho the oppoſite Partys have exactly the lame One , 


dets of Church Officers, and tetain the ſame 


Modes and Ceuemonies both i ig nw Worſhip and 


Communion . 4 47 mon 
„Upon the Whole — is appears evident 
to me. that the relative Unity af the. Church 
can't be es: without maintaining, .a8:1 
have ſaid, an free — — between = 
Worſhip and Sacrament." un ao 129 0 

Nor are our Diderences i in the Mode of pubs 
lick; Worſhip, in the manner of celebrating tho 
Euchariſt, in the form of Eccleſiaſtical Polity; 
or in Opinion, at all inconſiſtent with thiꝭ Duty, 
as long as the Wormhip, Polity and: 9 
of the whole Church is one and the ſame; and 
aun. no eſſential Change in Virtue of them. 

And now to put an end to this long Diſcourſe; 
we learn from the Premiſes, how unjuſtly the 


- » Proteſtant Church has been charged by. the Ro- 


man Church with Schiſm, for renounecing eher 
Communion. For by her Impoſi tions and Cor- 
ruptions, both in her Worſhip and Communion, 
theſe are become Antichtiſtlan, zand as ſuch are 


juſtly renounced by us. þ 
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Church met in ane. place under one Biſhops | 
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"x 1 is Lip avich more (Reaſon and: huſticeg ht 
. vera Denominations of Proteſtanty charge bach 
5 * _ _ ether with Schiſmn, ꝓureſy om account di their N. 
krences in mattetd, hich ke be 
Determination, either of particulatPerſongsbt 
ticular Chriſtian Societies Het v — 
we are happily delivered from the merei 
ranny of a. ſex of Men, WU Ot only plac 
Unity of the Church on à wrong N05 80 . 
b erſecuting all that refuſe) to tome 2imro: tit 

heme: eig they have proudly Ternecd uud 
8 Let us rejoice in the Gu 
| God, who has, under the preſent Governmest; 
ſecured to us, our Liberty, and given! e plea» 
Ln Proſpect of havi 5 4 B 
| mitted'dowun'to, Ice 26] 0 
3 — us takelaare — N this ur- 
av by ſuffer ing thecchings in which we dis 
the reſt of our Brethren, to lead us ite 4 
Condutt tirat has the leaſt! Eblomr of Schiſul or 
Uncharitableneſs, Let us look” 6h Churches 6f 
ether Denominations as Siſtet- Churches, Jet s 
maintain brotherly Loreg let as makd Gr Nei 
gards, to our own Denomination Tuber els 
Ser brenn For the Pence aud Welfare df the 25 
whole Body and finally; cle! us leave! our Word | 
ſhip and Commuiion open to al good Chriſtians 
And H in cheſe reſpects - behave out Lees 
becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt, welſtialls Have ths 
_ Pleaſure of reſlecting upon our Diſſent ffom othety 
as void of Schiſm, a 8 f 
ce Dockrine of gt. P ode Mays, Theft nei 
wer Jew wor Greek,” rhebe i either Bond" ior 
1 there is neithor- Ado nor Fra fo 0 N 
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